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1. EMBOFFS RECENTLY CALLED ON PRESIDENT, NATIONAL FISHING 
COMMISSION OF URUGUAY TO OBTAIN MOST RECENT 
INFORMATION ON URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT POLICY TO PROMOTE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY (REF B). DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY IS BEING MADE BY THE COMMISSION, WHOSE PRESIDENT 

IS A NAVY CAPTAIN. PRIVATE FISHING COMPANIES ARE EXPECTED 
TO CARRY OUT THE MAJOR ROLE IN INCREASING FISH PRODUCTION 
HERE FROM 20,000 TONS PER YEAR TO 200,000 TONS IN THE NEXT 
FOUR OR FIVE YEARS. THE MAJOR PART OF THIS WOULD BE 
DESTINED FOR EXPORT GIVEN THE LOW PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION 
OF FISH IN URUGUAY. AT THE SAME TIME THE COMMISSION 
HOPES TO IMPROVE PIER FACILITIES AND PROCESSING 
PLANT RFPACITY. REFS C AND D PROVIDE FURTHER 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THIS INDUSTRY. EMBASSY 
SUGGESTS FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH FOR COMMERCE TODAY OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE DIFFUSION. 

2. THE URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY DEVELOPING OVERALL 

FISHERIES AND FISHING INDUSTRY POLICY HAS AS ITS GOAL 
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FROM 20,000 TO 200,000 METRIC TONS. IN ORDER TO CARRY 
OUT THIS AMBITIOUS PROGRAM AN ESTIMATED 45 TO 55 FISHING 
CRAFT WILL BE ADDED TO THE URUGUAYAN FISHING FLEET. 

FIFTEEN ARE ALREADY ON ORDER FROM SHIPYARDS IN ARGENTINA 
AND BRAZIL. AMERICAN SHIPYARDS AND SUPPLIERS ARE INVITED 
TO COMPETE FOR THE ESTIMATED 30 TO 40 NEW STERN TRAWLERS 
THAT WILL BE NEEDED BY PRIVATE COMPANIES IN 
URUGUAY. SPECIFICATIONS CALL FOR STEEL-HULLED SHIPS, 27 
TO 33 METERS IN LENGTH EQUIPPED WITH ENGINES OF UP TO 
700 HORSEPOWER AND CAPABLE OF MAKING 9 KNOTS OR MORE 
UNDER DRAG. WITH ABOUT A 15 MAN CREW, THESE BOATS ARE 
EXPECTED TO WORK AT SEA FOR TWO WEEKS CATCHING BOTH 
DEMERSAL AND PELAGIC FISH. THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE 
STORAGE CAPACITY IS 170 CUBIC METERS AT MINUS 2 DEGREES 
CENTIGRADE. THE NATIONAL FISHING COMMISSION OF URUGUAY 
HAS STATED THAT IT WILL NOT AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF 
USED BOATS. THE COMMISSION BELIEVES THAT AMERICAN 
FIRMS CAN COMPETE ON THE BASIS OF PRICE AND QUALITY 
AND ESTIMATES THAT FISHING CRAFT SUCH AS IT WANTS ARE 
IN THE $500-600 THOUSAND PRICE RANGE. PROPOSALS MUST, 
HOWEVER, BY ACCOMPANIED BY CREDIT TERMS WITH AT LEAST 
EIGHT YEAR FINANCING. CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO CAPTAIN ULISES PEREZ, PRESIDENT, JUNTA 
NACIONAL DE PESCA (NATIONAL FISHING COMMISSION), CALLE 
JULIO HERRERA & OBES 1475, MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY, AND 
SHOULD PREFERABLY BE IN SPANISH, ALTHOUGH ENGLISH IS 
ACCEPTABLE. 

3. FIVE SETS OF DOCUMENTS ARE BEING FORWARDED TO COMMERCE 
(TRADE OPPORTUNITIES SECTION, RM. 1322) WHICH DESCRIBE 
THE COMMISSION S PLANS, PROVIDE SAMPLE FORMS AND THE 
TEXT OF RELEVANT URUGUAYAN LAWS. 
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